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x I. The Abolition of that unnatural || IV- The Wan of preſſing will be 
Practice of preſſing our Seamen. productive of an immenſe Saving of 
II. The emphatical ſtrengthening of] the Public Money. 
the Power of the Crown. | V. A moderate Increaſe of our Seamen's 
III. The relieving our Merchants from Wages will be trifling, when compared 
the Danger of loſing their Property; with the Savings made by aboliſhing 
and ſometimes from the Loſs of it, Preſſing; and will not only be per- 
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the nation, and the defence and ſecurity of it s trade and 


wealth, 1 lay it down for an undeniable maxim, E hat whatever 


can contribute towards the improvement or perfeftion of the Navy, 


either in the aubole, or in any of it's branches, ought by all means 


to be adopted. This, the following Pen will certainly do to a very 


great | 
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H E Navy of Great Britain being the great bulwark of | 


ſtrengthen the prerogative of the Crown. a 


[4 1 
great degree; and the immenſe utility comprehended in the ſubject- 


matter of it, being as clear and evident as the ſun at noon, naturally 


infers the neceſſity of the moſt ſpeedy meaſures of a—_— towards. 


the eſtabliſhing of them. 


1 refer it to our Politicians, whether any additional argument of 


expedition may be drawn from the preſent ſtate of Europe, in the 


point of peace and war. 


This plan is ſo contrived, that it at once propoſes. to advacice the 


power of the Prince and the freedom of the Subject: It firengthens 


the former, and, at the ſame time renders the ſervice of ſeamen in 


the navy, conſiſtent with that liberty to which they were born, and 


have a right to, as Britons; which hitherto has not been the 


caſe. 


g : 4 | 7 * N . 
> L 0 A : . ß $0 WT Carbs $4 COT TIS 
„„ — r RS: £5 r : 
Ms. 5% : 


And i it vi remove great @vils, which that valuable and reſpect= 


able body of men among us, the Merchants, labour under | in their 


commerce; whereby their property and fortunes have been ofien 


endangered, and frequently loſt. —And add to o theſe, it will create 


1 


an immenſe ſaving to the public. 


; The feſt ancient branch, of utility I provide for, is; that it will 


To 2 


: 1 HAN , * 61 produce this effect, not only muſter- rolls mult be taken of 1 ; 
I of all the ſeamen in the. Merchants ſervice, and tranſmitted into a 

Proper office, to be under the direction of the Admiralty; but alſo, 
liſts of all perſons in Great Britain between the age of eighteen years —— 
and fifty, who get their livelihood upon the water ; and, that the 


| Si - numbers of theſe be alſo returned into that office. 


This method will ſoon give the government a perfect knowledge 
of the whole number of men in the kingdom, fit to ſerve in the | 
navy; and, will produce the vaſt advantage of a conſtant and res = 
gular ſupply of ſeamen. By this means, the meaſures of govern- —_— 
ment will never be fruſtrated, nor retarded for want of ſeamen upon 1 
an i expedition; but, upon his Majeſty 8 Proclamation, a ſpeedy in 
_ fopply of any number may at any time be had; whereby a fleet 

may caſily be manned; and that, from thoſe parts which lie neareſt 


to the port ; to which (according to the exigency) they are ordered 


do repair. 


Thus wi this plan, when eſtabliſhed by an act of the egflture 
add preat On to the prerogative in the article of manning. the . 
navy. 

At this day, an armed force may hunt after ſeamen; and when 
— have found them, may captivate and lead them away, by 


n B mere 


1 


mere dint of violence, and ſtrength of a arm: and at preſent, no 


— —— ——.‚l 


— 


man is criminal for hiding himſelf from: the ſervice. 6 Nate when 


ſuch act is made, his Majeſty may then, if he pleaſes,"or'the Com- 55 


miſſioners of the Admiralty may, by his Majeſty's order, at once 1 


command all the men in the nation, enrolled for ſea-ſervice, to re- 


. * 


pair on board the King's 8 ſhips : and ſuch command ſhall be effec- "Y 


tual and obeyed, under the ſanction f penalties, which that law 


Will inflict for the breach of i it. 


0 


ne This 4 will render the ſervice in the navy conſiſt- | 


ent with the freedom of a Britiſh ſubject 3 As it will put an end to 


that oppreſſive and tyrannical meaſure of power, ſubverſive of the 
natural liberty of the ſubject, namely, Preſling. The practice of 


preſling men for the ſea-ſervice without the authority of Parlia- 


ment, is repugnant to the very idea of Liberty. Every act of it is 


a violation. of the conſtitution, and, reſembles the driving of Chriſ- 


tians by T orks to the Balles; and carries in it a perfect air of | 


lavery. 


But, to praiſe this rioleace upon. Bid G is one of the 


— grolleſt ſoleciſms that can be in a common wealth. Theſe are the | 


men, who keep for Britain the dominion of half the globe : : theſe. 


are the men, . are ns and deſpiſe danger 3 who fight her 


battles, 
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battles, and make her terrible round the ocean: theſe are | they, 


| who make our enemies ſkulk: out of port by night, and hurty away 


by ſtealth from Europe to both the Indies : theſe are they, to 


whom the horrors of the elements are familiar ; 3 who bring in 
through them, all the wealth of our Merchants, from the four 
quarters of the world : and yet, theſe men have hitherto been ſub- 
jected more than any others in this Free Nation, to tyranny, vio- 
lence, and cruelty. What a degree of barbarity 1s there, in 
preſſing men out of homeward-bound. ſhips from long voyages | 
When a man, after ſuffering many fatigues and hardſhips, ſupports 
himſelf with the pleaſing bopes, that he is returning to his country, 
to enjoy the comforts of reſt and. refreſhment with his near and 
| dear friends ; perhaps, with: his wife and children; what diſtreſs 
muſt it bring upon his mind] how muſt his hopes be daſhed i in 
pieces, a and ſunk into deſpair! when he is dragged out of one ſhip | 
into another, to turn his back upon his place of comfort, to repeat i 
his hardſhips, till per 1aps his conſtitution. is deſtroyed, and diſtem- 
pers prove his death Without theſe valuable men, we ſhould 


have no 1 nor any thing that we could call our own: 


and yet, theſe are they of all 508 whoſe liberty ſuffers moſt 
outrages. Prepoſterous! That the moſt uſefull men ſhould ſuffer 


the worſt treatment, for being the moſt uſeful, But, there is no 


reaſoning 
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reaſoning againſt fact; therefore, I ſhall mention one or two in- 


— —-— 


ſtances, to prove the ruinous nature and conſequence of prefling * 


men out of homeward-bound merchant-ſhips. In the year 17 56 
the fleet which went to America was ſupplied chiefly with ſeamen 


taken out of merchant-ſhips homeward-bound : and what was the 


conſequence ? ? why; the men, who had not the liberty to refreſh 


themſelves, and repair their frength on ſhore, died in America like 
' rotten ſheep, to the number. of 1400, Dreadful havoc | ſuch num- 
bers as theſe, the enemy in the bloodieſt battle could never have 
ſaughtered; and, this muſt ever be the natural conſequence of that 

method ; for, the like effect flows of courſe from the like cauſe. 
Now I aſk, is this a method for ſupplying ſeamen, or < eftroying | 

them? Horrid cuſtom! But, the effect has been accordingly ; 
for, very many of them abhor to ſerve i in the navy ; and care not 
where they hide themſelves, nor what becomes of them, ſo that 


they can eſcape being preſſed. Thus, is the common cauſe in dan- 


ger of languiſhing, for want of a e ſupply of wn for the 


"Rn * of government. - 
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The reaſon hitherto given. for the, crge | cuſtom of prefling m men 


out of homeward-bound ſhips, has been the nee ty of it. This 
plea is now no more z unleſs we are reſolved to act with our eyes 
open, eint natural | juſtice and equity and the ſound policy 3 
eftabliſhing 


* 


1 


eſtabliſhing a conſtant be. for a full and . ſupply of 


able and healthy ſeamen, for every occaſion, 


_ The great and ineſtimable importance of this plan, conſiſts, in 


| the firſt Place, i in this 3 that it will put an end to that monſtrous 


and unnatural Britiſh cuſtom of preſſing; and to the train of evils 


and iniquities attending it. And on the contrary, it propoſes 


ſuch methods for manning the navy, as will make the ſervice 


of ſeamen a reaſonable ſervice, ſuch as are confiſtent with the free 
conſtitution of their country; founded upon principles of juſtice 


and duty, tempered with proviſions of humanity, and ſweetened 


1 with periods of reſt and refreſhment ; which will give them a ha- 
bit of health, and diſpoſe them to return with cheerfulneſs to their 


duty to their King and country, when it happens to be their 


lot, 


As this plan propoſes that the names of every ſhip's company, 


ſoon after they come into port, be entered on a muſter-roll ; and, 


that a certain proportion of the men be choſen by lot, out of each 


ſhip, for the ſervice of the navy it grounds the fervice of every 


perſon upon the ſtricteſt equity and fairneſs, and renders it utterly 


void of all compulſion and violence; for, each man ſo to be choſen 
- will have his chance to eſcape the lot: and, when it is decided who 


„„ 


; is to ſerve, and a man is s taken by lot, it is become his moſt reaſon- 


able duty, cheerfully to enter into the ſervice, and to continue 
therein for the time preſcribed by the act; or if he chuſe rather, 
and can find ano: her willing to go in his dead, if his circumſtances. 
induce him to chooſe it, that indulgence may be allowed him. 

It is a juſt and humane proviſion to-allow him a ſpace of time 
ſufficient to refreſh himſelf, and to recover his health and ſtrength 
before he. repairs on board, and alſo (when he has ſerved the time 
| appointed) to ſecure to bim uninterrupted liberty for a certain 
| ſpace of time, before he be again ſubjected t to take the chance 
of being choſen by lot. 


The principles of the plan are alſo perfectly juſt and equal; as 
they propoſe the enrollment, not on ly of all ſeamen in the merchants 
ſervice, but likewiſe of all perſons in the kingdom, who get their 
livelihood upon the water; becauſe it would be unreaſonable that 
the weight of the duty of ſea-ſervice ſhould lie wholly upon one 
part, and that the other ſhould not ſerve in turn. — And as by this. 
plan a rotation will be effected, and conſtantly kept up, every ſea- 
man in the nation, and perſon who gains his living upon the wa- 
ter, may come to ſerve regularly in the King's ſhips in his turn. 
And it may be calculated with ſuch nice circumſtances of equity, 
that thoſe who-have no children by marriage, may be required for 


ſervice, before thoſe who have. 9 85 5 By 
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By che aboliſhing of the capital evil of Preſſing ſeveral bor 14 


dinate ones, which ſpring from that pernicious root, will alſo be 


aboliſhed ; and the contrary advantages, of great conſequence, will 4 
thereby be gained. Many of the King's ſhips, inſtead of being uſed = 
as priſons for preſſed men, may be turned againſt the enemy ;. 
many petty officers and ſeamen, ſome of whom are exerciſed in 
| hunting after men, and others as gaolers for theſe priſons, will then 


be at leiſure to face the enemy. 


The violences too often committed by Preſs-gangs on the perſons: 
they preſs, and the unhappy accidents, ſometimes of maiming, and 
ſometimes even of death itſelf, which befals one party or other 

in the ſtruggle to eſcape being preſſed, will then ceaſe : neither 
will there be any more danger of the contagious diſtempers which. 
are often contracted, by cloſe impriſonment on ſhip-board, and: 

carry off greater numbers of ſeamen than are lain in. battle; on 


the contrary, the men will go healthy and vigorous to their duty. 


To theſe advantages, which are in themſelves very conſiderable,” 


and extremely worthy of the public regard, though but conſequences 
of the principal objects of the plan; it muſt not here be forgotten, 


to add that important conſideration of the ſavings which will ac- 


erue to the public, by eſtabliſhing the ſaid i pla into an act of the .. 


legiſlature, 


CCC. 
legiſlature. If national frugality and conom y be a virtue, here it 
may be cullfvated and improved. There will be no more occaſion 
to allow great ſums of money for the expences of numerous preſs- 
gangs, which are generally kept on foot 1 in time of war ; the hire- 
ing of many ſmall veſſels to impriſon men under hatches, when 
ficſt preſſed, will ceaſe, as will the maintaining of many of the 
largeſt ſhips in the navy for priſons, till the men can be diſpoſed of 
in other ſhips. | There are alſo other ſavings, which under the eſta- 
blimment of the preſent plan may be effected; namely, by diſ- 
charging at certain ſeaſons, ſuch as have ſerved longeſt, or defire to 


be diſcharged; when their ſhips are to lie long in port; as fre- 


quently happens in the winter, All theſe reckoned together will 


amount to a very great ſaving. The immenſe ſaving of the Public 


Money will open an eaſy way to increaſe ſeamen's wages from two 


and twenty ſhillings and fix-pence per month to eight and twenty 


millings: which may juſty be called eaſy, becauſe it will be 


lightly felt i in the public accounts, when compared with the vaſt 
ſums Jquandered 1 Impreſling, This propoſition | is equi- 
table i in itſelf; and WI prove a politic one, by the effect it will 


work in n the ſpirit of our r brave ſeamen hereafter, 


The third capital advantage incladed i in this plan, will ariſe, by. 


| putting an end to the evils- to which the property and fortune of 


| he 
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the Me: chants are at preſent expoſed. I might here urge the great 


on of the Merchant in this trading nation; that without 


him, Britain would baue no foreign trade; that without foreign 
trade we could not maintain a flect, nor ſupply | it with ſeamen; and 
without a fleet what would bezome of us ?—And it may juſtly be 


aid of a Merchant who loſes bis fortune in proſecuting his com- 


merce, that a limb of the commonyealth | is broken. What care 


then, and what tenderneſs mould be uſed towards their commerce! | 


And yet, theſe valuable members of the community are, as the 


caſe now ſtands, expoſed to the danger of loſing their proper ty, and 


ſometimes to the total loſs of i it. One ſort of inſtance is, when ſea- 


men get twenty or thirty guineas a- piece to ſerve an apprentice- 
ſkip, and are paid the money down, if in their proceeding to fea, 
a man of war happens to meet them, they are ſnapped up and car- 
ried off, the ſhip purſues her voyage without them; and the ſaid 
wages are loſt to the owners. Another great inſtance of violence, 
which bears the worſt aſpect of all, is, that after a protection is 
obtained, and the ſees of it are paid at the Admiralty-office; for 
ſecuring to ſeamen an uninterrupted paſſage through their voyage; 
the ſhip | is boarded, the protection i is violated, the authority of the 
Admiralty | is trampled upon, the ſeamen are taken by force out of 


the ſhip, and carried away, This is a enen of tyranny befitting! a 


D | Pyratical 
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Pyratical State 5 1 Barbarians—not of Chriſtians : and all this | is 


ated under the ſhabby pretence of Neceſf ty. But the greateſt i in- 


5 ſtance of violence to the property of the Merchants, conſiſts in 


preſſing ſeamen out of homeward- bound ſhips, and ſending men 


in their ſtead, to manage the ſhips, who know nothing of the 


matter. Thus, if bad weather happens before they get into port, 


; the ſhip is expoſed to danger; and it ſometimes falls out, that for 
want of the very hands that were forced out of her, both ſhip and 
cargo are utterly loſt, and therein perhaps the bulk of the Mer- 


Chant's fortune. Theſe are evils, indeed; and, the act which 


aboliſhes preſſing, will put an end to them, 


_ 


Thus it is manifeſt, that this plan at once comprehends, and 


provides for, the intereſt of three great objects; firſt, the power 


of the Prince: ſecondly, the liberty of our brave fellow ſubjects, 


the property of our merchants : and therefore, he who 1s a friend 
to Prince, People, cr Trade, will be a friend to this plan, The 
great difficulty lay, in calculating a plan, which would at once 
aboliſh the evils of Preſiding, and-ſeoure the power of the Crown in 


manning the fleet: ſuch a one is now happily formed; the good- 


neſs of it's principles unrivalled. They are like ſelf-evident propo- 


Gitions ; they carry their own Evidence in themſelver, obvious to 


* 


our ſeamen; who, I ſay, maintain to us our liberty and, thirdly, 


the 


. 
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the underſtanding, extremely Nocke, ble, aid dans to the great 


ends propoſed, But though the plan carries in it all the ſaid ad- 


_ vantages ; this does not hinder, but that it may perhaps hereafter / 


. admit of improvement and refinement, whereby the methods of 


manning the navy will be raiſed to a higher degree of per- 
fection. 


I have endeavoured to get information, whether any, and what 


objections may be oppoſed to this plan, and find there are only 


two: the firſt is, that it is an Experiment ; the ſecond, a Novelty. 


There are experiments phyſical or natural; and alſo political. 


The firſt ſort i is very uſeſul, and has greatly advanced the mechani- 


cal arts among us. The ſecond, which is the political experiment, 


is a phraſe of a middle ſenſe, and fignifics a thing ſometimes good, 


and ſometimes bad. I could name ſeveral very bad political expe- i 


riments, which have been made in Britain; and alſo ſome good 


ones. Then, why may not good ones be made again ? And if, 


this plan ſhould happen to be on the good fide of the diſtinction, 


where goes the objection ? The touchſtone of a political expe- 


riment is, Whether it be hurtful to the prerogative of the Crown, 


or the rights and liberties of the Subject; or be 2gainſt the proſ- 


pity of trade ; or, will draw a heavy expence on the nation, 


without a ſuitable advantage. 5 
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But, the principles of this plan will bear the touch, without dif" - 


covering the leaſt allay. I ſhould wonder if any mould oppoſe 


the word Experiment, for an objection againſt this plan, i in a coun- 


try where ſo many vaſtly expenſive, and withal abortive and fruit 


leſs experiments have of late years been made: if political expe- 


riments are to be no more encouraged by Parliament, farewel all 


improvement of national policy no branch of it will ever grow 
better. But to ſhew the neceſſity of adopting the plan, I hall 
mention an experiment in the very inſtance of manning the navy, 


whereby it will appear, that the preſent cuſtom of prefling Is 


precarious, and inadequate to it's end, At the beginning of the 


German war, a ſufficient number of ſeamen could not be procured | 


for the ſervice ; whereupon an experiment of offering a gratuity 


to every ſeaman who would enter, was deviſed by the city of 


London, and followed by every ſea-port town in England ; this 


wrought | its effect; and obtained that which neither Preſſing, nor 


| "Sls Majeſty” 8 Bounty alone, could procure; and the fleet Was ſup- 


plied for the occaſions of that time. The adopting of this expe- 


riment will for the future render all trifling occaſional experiments 


needleſs. In a word, the term Experiment Is abſurd ; and there 


; would be juſt as much good ſenſe | in calling a clock an experiment, 


to ſee. whether | it's parte would n move, if an artiſt ould add another 


wheel. 
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wheel to it, though the principles of it's motion and rotation are 


demonſtrative, and infallibly certain. Experiment is a fallacious 


word: infiouating that the grounds of the plan are obſcure, and 


that it is doubtful, whether it will produce good or evil ; ; or, indeed, 


any ching at all. But there i is no man living who can pronounce it 


to be ſuch, from the clear unbieftdd dictates of Bis « own reaſon, 


The other objection I am to remark upon, is that it is a Novelty. 


I. is the method of good Logicians, before they enter upon an at- 


gument, to ſettle the ſenſe of the terms in the queſtion ; therefore I 


ſhould be glad to hear them define the word Novelty. If by it they 


mean a new trifle, or a new ſomething good for nothing; they may 


as well affirm, that the ſun is in an eclipſe every day at twelve 


o'clock at noon, as call this plan a novelty. Therefore I muſt ſup- 


poſe, that the objectors annex no other idea to that word, but the 


relative notion of newneſs ; and, in this ſenſe, the plan is admitted 


to be a novelty, The Reformation was a novelty, in Harry the 


Eighth's time; and, if this word had then been terrible, we ſhould 


all have been idolaters ſtill, The Revolution was as compleat a 


novelty as ever was in England; wherein the people aſſerted their 


original right, and ſct up a King of their own. But if this novelty 


| had not taken place, as great a one, though much worſe, would 


have been eſtabliſhed i in it's room ; that is, Britons would all have 


been ſlaves. | Many other inſtances might be produced; but theſe 


are ſufficient to prove that a Novelty may be no bad thing. 
| E | When 


8 
When nothiog. is jected againſt a plan but it's Novelty—it' 


being a new thing; this is a certain ſign, that it is intrinſically 


good, and that it's merits cannot be diſputed. The aſorementioned 


plan is indeed quite new, and if made into a law, will produce ſe- 


veral innovations; ; ſuch as will attract it's ſhare of praiſe, among 


the laws which are admired beyond thoſe of any other nation upon 


earth, for their abhorrence of cruelty. And I heartily wiſh, that 


| for the good of the nation, theſe. innovations had been long ſince 
found out, and eſtabliſhed. 


I muſt not 5 down my pen till 1 have made a quotation from 


the higheſt authority; which ſhall prove the capital 1 importance, and 
add ſtrength to, and confirm, the merit of the deſign of the fore 


going plan, in favour of our brave meritorious Seamen, the never- 


ceaſi ing Protectors of this Nation, for King, Parliament, and People; 


and therefore, deſerve a reciprocal indulgent .and fignal encourage- 
ment; the benefits of which, I may lay, will centre in ourſelves. 


-The quotation I produce, 1s the following extract, from his late 


Majeſty King George the Second's Speech to the Parliament, on- 
the 27th of January 1727, the beginning of his reign, as follows: - 


« I think myſelf obliged to recommend to you a conſideration. 
« 'of the GREATEST IMPORTANCE, and I ſhould look upon it a 
9 * 12498 happineſs, if, at the beginning of my reign, 1 could ſee. 


; | EAULTEL < the 


i © Me 


te the foundation laid of fo great and neceflary work, as the increaſe 
« and encouragement of our Seamen in general ; that they may be 
© INVITED, rather than compelled by force and violence, to enter into 


te the ſervice of their country, as often as occaſion ſhall require it: 


“ a conſideration worthy of the repreſentatives. of a people, great 


« and flouriſhing in trade and navigation. 


Upon the whole; the eſtabliſhment of. the forementioned regu- 
lations by an act of the Legiſlature, will be a certain means for the 
recovering of the neceſſary dominion of the ſea; the ſupport of our 
national proſperity, 1 in our intercourſes with, and dealings among, 
the ſtates of the earth: ſuch a dominion, as Britain poſſeſſed in the 
year 1762; (and, till the grand emiſſary of Satan, and his col- 

leagues afterwards wrought the giving it up:) and will in all pro- 


bability continue ſo in perpetuity ; till time ſhall vo no more. 
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